October 17, 2021
29 . Sunday in Ordinary Time
th

TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
LIFE OF STEWARDSHIP
Our readings today convey how deeply God understands our weaknesses and sufferings,
and how we are called to imitate Him through humility and service.
Our First Reading reminds us that Jesus suffered for us — “through his suffering, my
servant shall justify many, and their guilt he shall bear.” Out of love for us, He willingly
submitted to this to fulfill His Father’s mission. Similarly, our Second Reading reminds us
that the Son of God suffered, was tempted, and died for us. He is not distant from the
reality that sin is among us, or that pain and sorrow affect us.

The Son of Man came to serve and
to give life as ransom for many.

Important Announcement

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but
one who has similarly been tested in every way, yet without sin.” We have a God who
personally understands each one of us and what we are going through each day of our
lives. It is easy to forget the humanity of our God. We might view Him as distant or out of
touch. Yet, these readings help us recall that the Son of God lived among us. He lived
through the tempting of the devil, the loss of loved ones, emotional agony, and physical
pain, just as we do. Jesus doesn’t look at us with anger when we fall into temptation or
abandon us when we suffer. He knows it is hard and He is right there with us in those
moments of complete shame and suffering.
St. Paul reminds us, “So let us confidently approach the throne of grace to receive mercy
and to find grace for timely help.” In our weak moments, instead of running from the Lord,
we are called to turn to Him. For who could understand us better than the One who knows
our hearts and infinitely loves us? He desires us to come to Him and ask for forgiveness
when we fall, and for the strength to keep going when we are weak.

As of now, “NO
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
OR SIGN UP TO ATTEND THE
WEEKEND MASSES.” It will be
on “First come First serve
basis.” We will still follow the
Covid-19 guidelines &
restrictions during the Mass.
Mahalo for your cooperation and
your understanding as we are
slowly getting back.Thank you!

St. John the Baptist Church Weekend
Mass Schedule;
* Saturday 5PM
* Sundays 6AM/ 8AM/ 10AM/
12:30PM (Spanish).
*Please wear your mask to Mass*

In our Gospel, we are reminded that Jesus went through all of this — becoming flesh,
suffering, and dying — to serve us. Although He is God, He became man and
surrendered His life into the hands of men so that we might be saved. The life of Jesus
was centered around His Father’s mission and the service of mankind. And this is how we
ought to live — in imitation of Christ. James and John wanted to ensure they had a spot
in heaven with Jesus. They were concerned about themselves in that moment, “Grant that
in your glory we may sit one at your right and the other at your left.” Jesus quickly
reminded them, “whoever wishes to be great among you will be your servant; whoever
wishes to be first among you will be the slave of all. For the Son of Man did not come to
be served but to serve and to give his life as ransom for many.”
Our culture constantly encourages us to do what we can to get ahead in this world, to do
what feels good, no matter the effects — that power, authority, and wealth should be our
goals in life. Our faith offers us something different and fulfilling — a life of humility and
service. As Christian stewards, we are called to live our lives in service of God and
neighbor, just as Jesus did. Our life is not about us. It is about fulfilling God’s glorious plan
for each one of us.
Jesus did just that and it resulted in eternal life for all who seek it. So, we must ask
ourselves, are we living out God’s plan for our lives? Is my life centered on Christ and
those around me or is it centered on me? It can be difficult to know God’s plan for our
entire life. He sees the whole picture — we only see the now. All we can do is seek Him
daily. If each day is centered on Him, then our entire lives will become the work of Jesus.
So let us make it our daily mission to do the will of God. It will look different for each one
of us.
Today, let us recall that we have a loving God who completely understands us and
sympathizes with us. He is waiting for us to call on Him for mercy and strength. Yet, let us
also recall that our God challenges us to be imitators of Him by becoming humble
servants for God and neighbor.

— Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship Consultants

Rev. Clement Beeri

Stewardship Collection
Total Weekly Collection 10/10/2021

$ 2,828.79

Other Offerings (Mass Offering, Funerals,

$ 3,352.00

Parish Administrator

Deacon Peter Soumwei
Deacon Ricardo Burgos

*Bertha Guerrero

NCW, Marriages, Donations, School Rent)
Maintenance & Repair Envelope

TOTAL OFFERINGS

$

Secretary

68.00

*Nathan Alcotas

$ 6,248.79

Finance Council Chair

Weekly Offering needed for Operations
** $ 9,807.00
**Unplanned expenses in our budget for This Year
* $117,680.00
Includes (Increase) School debt and monthly expenses.
Total of School debt inherited by St. John’s Parish
*$449,000.00
to be pay in *4 years.
$442,144.52
Minus Total Weekly Collection 10/03/2021
$
1,451.16
BALANCE
($440,693.36)
Donate online to this cause:
https://www.osvhub.com/saintjohnthebaptisthawaii/funds/parishdebt-reduction
Ohana in Christ Collection. not retained by the parish this week.
$ 120.00

Stewardship Prayer:
Generous and Loving Creator, you have called us to Malama I ka Makana
(Cherish the Gift). As disciples of your Son, we ask that your Spirit open
our minds and hearts to appreciate your countless blessings more
deeply. Increase your transforming spirit within us, to nurture our call
to stewardship as a way of life marked always by faith-filled prayer,
service to others and generous giving. With the kokua of St. Marianne
and St. Damien, teach us to be good stewards so we may return a
hundred-fold the Makana entrusted to us. We pray this through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

2022 Donation Envelopes will be mail it to your
homes. This is the time to update if you have a
new address. Call or send us an e-mail with your
update address. Thank you for your support.

*Danielle Burgos
Busines Manager/Religious
Education Director

MASS INTENTIONS
For the Repose of the Souls:
(+) Fidela L. Madagarang
(+) Benedict Manansala
(+) Guillermo Rosete
(+) Feliza Tadeo Reyes
(+)Jovita Vallejo
(+)Raul Ruiz

Healing:
Akenese Leota
Patricia and Alejandro Manansala
Noel Jacinto
Thanksgiving:
-Adela Manansala & Family
-Gina Rivad Family
-Patricia and Alejandro Manasala

Wednesday, October 20!
Happy Birthday to
Fr. Clement Beeri,
God blesses you!!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
REGISTRATION;
** Registration for Religious Education is now open for the new school year 2021-2022 Please use the link provided to
register or call the parish office.
RCIA Registration. Classes TBD Use the link below.

https://osvhub.com/saintjohnthebaptisthawaii/forms/rcia-registration
And for Adult Faith Formation Registration. Use the link below.
https://www.osvhub.com/saintjohnthebaptisthawaii/forms/adultformation-registration-1

Any questions call the parish office. Mahalo

