September 12, 2021
Twenty-Fourth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
LIFE OF STEWARDSHIP

You are thinking not as God does, but as human beings do.”
Jesus’ words in our Gospel today challenge us to become imitators of Christ. This is not
an easy request. It takes sacrifice, endurance, and commitment. Yet, it is profoundly
rewarding.
As Peter professes that Jesus is Christ, Jesus begins to share that He will suffer, die, and
rise. We can imagine that Peter, who is a close follower of Jesus, is taken back by these
words. In his humanity Peter rebukes Him. Little does Peter know that this act is the
greatest act of love that man will ever know.

“I WILL WALK BEFORE THE Lord, in the land
of the living.”

Important Announcement

In our humanity, oftentimes we too rebuke Jesus. We become angry when things don’t go
our way, despair when we suffer, complain when life gets hard, cringe when we are
uncomfortable, or selfishly live to satisfy ourselves. We want life to be easy, comfy, free
from hardships, and in our best interest. We are missing profound moments to love and
serve when we live a life like that.
Jesus encourages us to think, not as human beings, but as God. He is calling us not to
look at life in relation to ourselves. Rather, He wants us to be open-minded and look at life
in relation to God. This requires acceptance on our part — accepting the will of God and
allowing it to mold us into Christ-like people.
Jesus re-echoes this message as He addresses His disciples saying, “Whoever wishes to
come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.” We are Jesus’
disciples, and He is speaking those same words to us here and now.
Living a life of discipleship is not always easy. It requires us to be imitators of Christ —
who suffered, died, and rose from the dead out of total love for each one of us. This
means we are called to share in Christ’s sufferings by taking up our cross and following
Him daily.
But what does this look like in our day-to-day lives?

As of now, “NO
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
OR SIGN UP TO ATTEND THE
WEEKEND MASSES.” It will be
on “First come First serve
basis.” We will still follow the
Covid-19 guidelines &
restrictions during the Mass.
Mahalo for your cooperation and
your understanding as we are
slowly getting back.Thank you!

St. John the Baptist Church Weekend
Mass Schedule;
* Saturday 5PM
* Sundays 6AM/ 8AM/ 10AM/
12:30PM (Spanish).
*Please wear your mask to Mass*

We can start by making a firm resolution to follow Christ today, here and now, and
renewing that resolution each day when we rise. This requires time with Him each day —
speaking and listening.
We should also strive to pick up our crosses each day with Christ by our side. Our cross
might be suffering from an illness, fighting an addiction, a day of screaming kids, or a
period where things just don’t seem to go our way. Instead of avoiding these sufferings or
complaining through them, we are called to carry them with Christ, allowing Him to
transform us through them.
And we should strive to remain committed to Christ in every joy and every trial, never
ceasing to follow Him. This means serving others even when we feel like serving
ourselves, being open to what God is asking of us, and praising Him for every gift.
If we live life constantly focused on us, we will ultimately lose ourselves, but if we
surrender our lives for Christ and His mission, we will gain eternal life and become more
alive than we could have ever imagined, “For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it,
but whoever loses his life for my sake and that of the gospel will save it.” This takes daily
commitment and requires endurance in our faith, which can only be done through active
discipleship.
St. James reminds us that active discipleship is lively, meaning, our lives must be an
extension of our faith. Everything that we do reflects what we believe. We cannot just hold
that belief in our hearts, but we need to share it by how we live each moment of each
day.
This week let us sit in Jesus’ presence and listen to what He is calling us to at this point in
our lives. Let us rise each day with a commitment to follow Him, carry our daily crosses
with Him, and live in total gratitude and service to God, family, and neighbor.

— Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship Consultants

Rev. Clement Beeri

Stewardship Collection
Total Weekly Collection 09/05/2021

$ 3,949.95

Other Offerings (Mass Offering, Funerals,

$ 1,031.43

Parish Administrator

Deacon Peter Soumwei
Deacon Ricardo Burgos

*Bertha Guerrero

NCW, Marriages, Donations)
Maintenance & Repair Envelope

TOTAL OFFERINGS

$

Secretary

30.00.00

*Nathan Alcotas

$ 5,011.38

Weekly Offering needed for Operations
** $ 9,807.00
**Unplanned expenses in our budget for This Year
* $117,680.00
Includes (Increase) School debt and monthly expenses.
Total of School debt inherited by St. John’s Parish
*$449,000.00
to be pay in *4 years.
$447,254.94
Minus Total Weekly Collection 09/02/2021
$
2,316.00
BALANCE
($444,938.94)
Donate online to this cause:
https://www.osvhub.com/saintjohnthebaptisthawaii/funds/parishdebt-reduction
Rice Bowl, Catholic Charities & University of America not retained
by the Parish this week
$
43.54

Stewardship Prayer:
Generous and Loving Creator, you have called us to Malama I ka Makana
(Cherish the Gift). As disciples of your Son, we ask that your Spirit open
our minds and hearts to appreciate your countless blessings more
deeply. Increase your transforming spirit within us, to nurture our call
to stewardship as a way of life marked always by faith-filled prayer,
service to others and generous giving. With the kokua of St. Marianne
and St. Damien, teach us to be good stewards so we may return a
hundred-fold the Makana entrusted to us. We pray this through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Finance Council Chair

*Danielle Burgos
Busines Manager/Religious
Education Director

MASS INTENTIONS
For the Repose of the Souls:
(+) Eligio, Lourdes
(+) Mamerto Machacon
(+) Jeffrey, Eugenio,
(+) Natividad Cuaresma
(+) Erlinda, Monica & Marcelino Galiza
(+) Filipinas, Vicente, Romy & Rogelio
Madamba
(+) Tomasa Lagasca
(+)Pacifico Dagulo

Thanksgiving:
-Faasu Family

Donate to "Ohana in Christ"

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
REGISTRATION;
** Registration for Religious Education is now open for the new school year 2021-2022 Please use the link provided to
register or call the parish office.
https://www.osvhub.com/saintjohnthebaptisthawaii/forms/sunday-school The classes will start on Sept. 26.
RCIA Registration. Classes TBD Use the link below.

https://osvhub.com/saintjohnthebaptisthawaii/forms/rcia-registration
And for Adult Faith Formation Registration. Use the link below.

https://www.osvhub.com/saintjohnthebaptisthawaii/forms/adultformation-registration-1

Any questions call the parish office. Mahalo

From Tuesday, September 13th. To Friday 17th. There will be no regular 7:15am Mass, it will be only
Communion Service. All the priest of our diocese will be in a spiritual retreat.

