September 19, 2021
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
LIFE OF STEWARDSHIP
Our readings today bring to light the daily struggle between good and evil and how we can
combat this struggle through wisdom and gratitude.
“Where do the wars and where do the conflicts among you come from? Is it not from your
passions that make war within your members?”
In our Second Reading, St. James is reminding us to not become enslaved to our passions. In
a moment, it might feel good to jab back at someone in an argument or selfishly do what you
can to gain the upper hand in life or even overindulge in earthly pleasures. But when we step
back outside of that moment, we realize we have not gained anything and lost the ability to do
something great. These are moments where we must decide between good and evil.

“God has called us through the Gospel to
possess the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Important Announcement

As of now, “NO
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
OR SIGN UP TO ATTEND THE
WEEKEND MASSES.” It will be
on “First come First serve
basis.” We will still follow the
Covid-19 guidelines &
restrictions during the Mass.
Mahalo for your cooperation and
your understanding as we are
slowly getting back.Thank you!

“But the wisdom from above is first of all pure, then peaceable, gentle, compliant, full of
mercy and good fruits…” Instead, St. James encourages us to seek wisdom from above.
When we seek the Lord, we will have the strength to choose good and the wisdom to properly
use what we have received from Him.
In our Gospel, we see an example of how surrendering to our passions negatively affects us.
Jesus was with His disciples when they began to argue amongst themselves as to who was
the greatest in the group. We can imagine the twelve apostles spent significant amounts of
time together as they followed Jesus and learned from Him. The apostles were human — they
had imperfections, clashing personalities, jealous and competitive natures just like we do.
There were bound to be some arguments that rose among them.
If we look at our own lives, we might find many instances where we fall into the same
tendencies—we constantly compare ourselves to others, out of pride we feel the need to point
out another’s faults or choose to fight back in an argument. We know we should act one way
but choose another. When Jesus hears what the apostles are discussing, He has them focus
on a child. “Whoever receives one child such as this in my name, receives me.” There is
much for us to take away from the example of a child, but ultimately it is centered around
gratitude. If we reflect on the moment someone receives a child, oftentimes their hearts are
overwhelmed with joy and gratitude for this gift. There is no jealousy or anger, just
thanksgiving, and appreciation.
The apostles are busy bickering about who was the best. Their vision was clouded on
something that really didn’t matter and because of this, they could not even stop and be
grateful for the gift to be so close to our Savior Jesus Christ and were chosen to be His
closest followers. When we are caught in the raging war of jealousy, fighting, and pride, and
begin to become enslaved to our passions we are ultimately being ungrateful for what we
have been given. We overlook the blessing God has given us and the gifts and talents He has
entrusted to us.
And gratitude doesn’t stop with the acknowledgment of our blessings. It should ultimately
transform how we live our lives. In gratitude, the raging wars will subside within us, and we
can begin to use the many blessings God has already given to us for His glory.
Today, let us recall that we have an infinitely loving God who cares deeply for us. Consider all
that He has blessed you with, and how you can use those blessings for His glory.
— Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship Consultants

St. John the Baptist Church Weekend
Mass Schedule;
* Saturday 5PM
* Sundays 6AM/ 8AM/ 10AM/
12:30PM (Spanish).
*Please wear your mask to Mass*

On September 26, let’s celebrate our
priest! Priesthood Sunday it’s a day
to reflect upon and affirm the role of
the priesthood in the life of the
Church as a central one. Is a special
day to thank and honor them.

Rev. Clement Beeri

Stewardship Collection
Total Weekly Collection 09/12/2021

$ 2,815.00

Other Offerings (Mass Offering, Funerals,

$ 1,177.00

Parish Administrator

Deacon Peter Soumwei
Deacon Ricardo Burgos

*Bertha Guerrero

NCW, Marriages, Donations, School Rent)
Maintenance & Repair Envelope

TOTAL OFFERINGS

$

Secretary

10.00.00

*Nathan Alcotas

$ 4,002.00

Weekly Offering needed for Operations
** $ 9,807.00
**Unplanned expenses in our budget for This Year
* $117,680.00
Includes (Increase) School debt and monthly expenses.
Total of School debt inherited by St. John’s Parish
*$449,000.00
to be pay in *4 years.
$444,938.94
Minus Total Weekly Collection 09/02/2021
$
1,034.00
BALANCE
($443904.94)
Donate online to this cause:
https://www.osvhub.com/saintjohnthebaptisthawaii/funds/parishdebt-reduction
DRP, Catholic Charities & University of America not retained
by the Parish this week
$
750.35

Stewardship Prayer:
Generous and Loving Creator, you have called us to Malama I ka Makana
(Cherish the Gift). As disciples of your Son, we ask that your Spirit open
our minds and hearts to appreciate your countless blessings more
deeply. Increase your transforming spirit within us, to nurture our call
to stewardship as a way of life marked always by faith-filled prayer,
service to others and generous giving. With the kokua of St. Marianne
and St. Damien, teach us to be good stewards so we may return a
hundred-fold the Makana entrusted to us. We pray this through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Finance Council Chair

*Danielle Burgos
Busines Manager/Religious
Education Director

MASS INTENTIONS
For the Repose of the Souls:
(+) Eligio, Lourdes
(+) Mamerto Machacon
(+) Jeffrey, Eugenio,
(+) Natividad Cuaresma
(+) Erlinda, Monica & Marcelino Galiza
(+) Filipinas, Vicente, Romy & Rogelio
Madamba
(+) Tomasa Lagasca
(+)Anitelea & Isapela Iese
(+)Sosefina Lauanu
(+)Felix & Leona Ramos Palting
(+)Dean Enrico
(+)Pedro & Emilia Domingo

Thanksgiving:
-Faasu Family
-Alex & Patricia Manansala

Birthday & Thanksgiving:

Donate to "Ohana in Christ"

-Mrs. Adelina Sebastian
-Joanne Ventura
Divine Protection:
-Noel Jacinto

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
REGISTRATION;
** Registration for Religious Education is now open for the new school year 2021-2022 Please use the link provided to
register or call the parish office.
RCIA Registration. Classes TBD Use the link below.

https://osvhub.com/saintjohnthebaptisthawaii/forms/rcia-registration
And for Adult Faith Formation Registration. Use the link below.
https://www.osvhub.com/saintjohnthebaptisthawaii/forms/adultformation-registration-1

Any questions call the parish office. Mahalo

