October 10, 2021
28 . Sunday in Ordinary Time
th

TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
LIFE OF STEWARDSHIP
In our Gospel today we hear the story of a man who ran up to Jesus and asked Him what he must do to
reach eternal life.
Jesus said, “You are lacking in one thing. Go, sell what you have, and give to the poor and you will have
treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.”
It says the man went away sad because he had much.
We might cringe when we hear this story because it is sad — this man was so close to becoming an
active disciple of Jesus, but instead turned away. We also might cringe because it could be deeply
applicable to our lives.
Jesus states that “It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for one who is rich to
enter the kingdom of God.”

“Fill us with your love, and
we will sing for joy!”

One of the metaphors for the “eye of a needle” was a tight passageway into Jerusalem that people had
to enter to get into the city. In order for their camels to pass through, they had to remove whatever the
camel was carrying, only then, could they enter.

Important Announcement

If we look at our own lives, we can most likely think of something that we tightly carry with us. Maybe it
is possessions — material goods or money — like Jesus references in our Gospel. Or maybe it is
something less material — like status, pride, or control. As we go through life, it can be hard not to cling
tightly to things of the world.
But what will happen when we reach the gate of heaven? All our “stuff” won’t fit into the narrow gate.
Jesus doesn’t want our stuff — our job promotions, our designer house, or our bank account. He just
wants us. So, we need to be willing to strip those things from our lives to reach Him.
Later in our Gospel, Jesus’ disciples asked a question we all might be thinking, “Then who can be
saved?” How can anyone make it to heaven if we all are attached to things in everyday life that we put
in front of Him?
Jesus tells us, “For human beings it is impossible, but not for God. All things are possible for God.” It is
only through Him that we will reach eternal life.

As of now, “NO
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
OR SIGN UP TO ATTEND THE
WEEKEND MASSES.” It will be
on “First come First serve
basis.” We will still follow the
Covid-19 guidelines &
restrictions during the Mass.
Mahalo for your cooperation and
your understanding as we are
slowly getting back.Thank you!

St. John the Baptist Church Weekend
Mass Schedule;
* Saturday 5PM
* Sundays 6AM/ 8AM/ 10AM/
12:30PM (Spanish).
*Please wear your mask to Mass*

Our First Reading reminds us that through prayer, we will gain the virtues to persevere through this life
— “I prayed, and prudence was given me; I pleaded, and the spirit of wisdom came to me.” If we ask,
we shall receive. And if we remain close to Jesus, He will show us the way.
It is also through opportunity. As our Second Reading states, “everything is naked and exposed to the
eyes of him.” Jesus knows exactly what we struggle with, and He gives us countless opportunities in life
to choose Him, to overcome our attachments, and surrender.
It could be a tragic life event, a rough week, an unexpected expense that depletes our savings, or the
loss of material goods. These moments are opportunities that Jesus allows in our lives for our
sanctification. It is our job not to waste those moments.
We can also create opportunities throughout our day to help ourselves detach from whatever is holding
us back from Jesus. Jesus’ recommendation to this man was to sell all his possessions and give them
to the poor. While He may not be calling us to do that, we can still give to the point where it makes us
uncomfortable. And it is in that discomfort that we put more trust in Christ that helps us to grow closer to
Jesus, that we turn and follow Him more intentionally.
Recall that Jesus already knew the life of this man in our Gospel, and it said that He “loved him.” No
matter where we are on our journey as disciples, know that Jesus knows everything about us and still
radically loves us. There is nothing we could do to make Him love us more or less. However, there is
much we can do to love Him more.
May we consider what it is that is holding us back from radically loving Jesus in return. Pray for the
grace to overcome, don’t pass by the opportunities to surrender, and create moments to detach. It might
seem difficult, but the outcome will be more than we could have ever imagined — peace on earth and
treasure in heaven.
— Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship Consultants

Rev. Clement Beeri

Stewardship Collection
Total Weekly Collection 10/03/2021

$ 3,815.95

Other Offerings (Mass Offering, Funerals,

$ 1,614.00

Parish Administrator

Deacon Peter Soumwei
Deacon Ricardo Burgos

*Bertha Guerrero

NCW, Marriages, Donations, School Rent)
Maintenance & Repair Envelope

TOTAL OFFERINGS

$

*Nathan Alcotas

$ 5, 516.95

Weekly Offering needed for Operations
** $ 9,807.00
**Unplanned expenses in our budget for This Year
* $117,680.00
Includes (Increase) School debt and monthly expenses.
Total of School debt inherited by St. John’s Parish
*$449,000.00
to be pay in *4 years.
$442,393.52
Minus Total Weekly Collection 10/03/2021
$
249.00
BALANCE
($442,144.52)
Donate online to this cause:
https://www.osvhub.com/saintjohnthebaptisthawaii/funds/parishdebt-reduction
Ohana in Christ Collection. not retained by the parish this week.
$ 1001.10

Stewardship Prayer:
Generous and Loving Creator, you have called us to Malama I ka Makana
(Cherish the Gift). As disciples of your Son, we ask that your Spirit open
our minds and hearts to appreciate your countless blessings more
deeply. Increase your transforming spirit within us, to nurture our call
to stewardship as a way of life marked always by faith-filled prayer,
service to others and generous giving. With the kokua of St. Marianne
and St. Damien, teach us to be good stewards so we may return a
hundred-fold the Makana entrusted to us. We pray this through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Donate to "Ohana in Christ"

Secretary

87.00

Finance Council Chair

*Danielle Burgos
Busines Manager/Religious
Education Director

MASS INTENTIONS
For the Repose of the Souls:
(+) Erlinda, Monica & Marcelino Galiza
(+) Filipinas, Vicente, Romy & Rogelio
Madamba
(+) Cipriano Suguitan, Espíritu & Eugene
Quetulio, Vicente Domingo (Death Anniv)
(+) Apolonio Dominador Ramil
(+) David Torres, (+)Pacifico Dagulo
(+)Nancy Estepa (+)Florencio Calera
Gaoiran (+)Alfredo Jose Ramirez
Romero (Death Anniv)

Healing:
Akenese Leota
Birthday Blessings:
-Angkena Raymond -Rosario Belz

2022 Donation Envelopes will be mail it to your
homes. This is the time to update if you have a
new address. Call or send us an e-mail with your
update address. Thank you for your support.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
REGISTRATION;
** Registration for Religious Education is now open for the new school year 2021-2022 Please use the link provided to
register or call the parish office.
RCIA Registration. Classes TBD Use the link below.

https://osvhub.com/saintjohnthebaptisthawaii/forms/rcia-registration
And for Adult Faith Formation Registration. Use the link below.
https://www.osvhub.com/saintjohnthebaptisthawaii/forms/adultformation-registration-1

Any questions call the parish office. Mahalo

