January 9, 2022

The Baptism of the Lord

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
LIFE OF STEWARDSHIP
What a treasure trove of stewardship lessons we find in our Gospel
reading today on this feast of the Baptism of the Lord.
Today’s Gospel is one we read every year, so it is easy to lose
sight of just how incredible it is that Jesus wished to be baptized in
the Jordan River by His cousin, John. We just spent the last two
weeks marveling at the fact that this Savior of ours was born as a
baby in a crude stable for our sake, and now this! Stop and
contemplate our Lord in all His perfection waiting quietly and
patiently in line with a bunch of sinners (like us!) in order to “lead by
example.” His love and humility in serving and self-giving are
beyond all telling.

“O bless the Lord, my soul”.
Important Announcement

As of now, “NO
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED
OR SIGN UP TO ATTEND THE
WEEKEND MASSES.” It will be
on “First come First serve
basis.” We will still follow the
Covid-19 guidelines &
restrictions during the Mass.
Mahalo for your cooperation and
your understanding as we are
slowly getting back.Thank you!
St. John the Baptist Church Weekend
Mass Schedule;
* Saturday 5PM
* Sundays 6AM/ 8AM/ 10AM/ 12:30PM
(Spanish).
Our parish is open for private prayer only
during week days after the morning mass
until 2pm.
*Please wear your mask to Mass*

Social Ministry announces that
the day for food distribution
will resume on January 12, 2022

Certainly, the sinless Savior did not need a baptism of repentance!
John himself noted that in comparison to Jesus, he was not even
worthy to loosen His sandal straps. But Jesus humbly made
Himself one with his people to draw us to Him and create a
relationship with us so that we would be open to His teachings and
influence.
In response, we should be filled to overflowing with gratitude to
such a gracious God — an overflow that must express itself in our
own giving back to God through our sharing of time, talents, and
treasure. In fact, when we allow the words and actions of Jesus in
the Gospel to enter deeply into our minds and hearts, we will
be compelled to give ourselves to Him and others out of love for
Him.
In addition to the gratitude that Jesus’ baptism should inspire, we
can also study His actions at the Jordan River as a powerful
example of the servant-leadership He displays time and again
throughout His public ministry. We see in our Lord a style of
leadership characterized by humility and leading by example.
As a servant-leader, we also see that Jesus leads by example. He
doesn’t just tell the people they need to be baptized. He shows
them how and does it Himself to teach them. To lead like Jesus we,
too, must “walk the walk” and not just “talk the talk.” If we want
those we lead at home, in ministry or at work to be generous and
hard-working, then we must show them how to do this by
demonstrating generosity and hard work ourselves.
And just in case there was any doubt about the extraordinary
actions of Jesus that day at the Jordan River, we learn of the
powerful affirmation of the Father who, immediately after the
baptism, opens the heavens, sends the Holy Spirit upon Jesus in
bodily form, and says audibly, “This is my beloved Son with whom I
am well-pleased.” Wow!
Let us be filled with gratitude for our amazing God and be reminded
that when we are grateful followers of Jesus and servant-leaders in
imitation of Him, the Father will be well-pleased with us, too.
— Stewardship Reflections by Catholic Stewardship Consultants

Stewardship Collection
Total Weekly Collection 01/01/2022

$ 2,944.38

Other Offerings (Mass Offering, Funerals,

$ 3,279.80

NCW, Marriages, Donations, School Rent, other masses)
1st. Offering
Solemnity of Mary

$ 1,010.71
$ 1,079.00

TOTAL OFFERINGS

$ 8,313.89

Weekly Offering needed for Operations
** $ 7,069.00
**Unplanned expenses in our budget for This Year
* $117,680.00
Includes (Increase) School debt and monthly expenses.
Total of School debt inherited by St. John’s Parish
*$433,281.84
to be pay in *4 years.
$440,704.19
Minus Total Weekly Collection 01/01/2022
$
504.95
BALANCE
* ($432,776.89)
Donate online to this cause:
https://www.osvhub.com/saintjohnthebaptisthawaii/funds/parishdebt-reduction
Collections not retained by the parish this week.
$5.00
* Balance does not reflect the online donation for School Debt.

Stewardship Prayer:
Generous and Loving Creator, you have called us to Malama I ka Makana
(Cherish the Gift). As disciples of your Son, we ask that your Spirit open
our minds and hearts to appreciate your countless blessings more
deeply. Increase your transforming spirit within us, to nurture our call
to stewardship as a way of life marked always by faith-filled prayer,
service to others and generous giving. With the kokua of St. Marianne
and St. Damien, teach us to be good stewards so we may return a
hundred-fold the Makana entrusted to us. We pray this through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
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MASS INTENTIONS
For the Repose of the Souls:
(+) Eligio, Lourdes Machacon
(+)Mamerto Machacon
(+)Jeffrey & Eugenio Cuaresma
(+)Natividad & Enrique Cuaresma
(+)Antero & Amanda Ulep
(+)Pedro & Demetria Pascual
(+)Bartolome Pascual
(+)Feliza Tadeo Reyes

Healing & speedy recovery:
-Pedro Reyes
-Julian Madamba, Jr.

Thanksgiving & good helath:
Telesia Iu’s family
Adela Manansala’s family
Alejandro, Patricia, Aaron, Noel and
Debras’ family

Deacon’s Corner
Dear friends,
Happy 2022! I am very grateful for your friendship and the witness of your faith this past year.
As we begin taking on the responsibilities of the New Year, I would like you to consider the prayerful reading of the Bible as one of your resolutions. One
of the great blessings I received this past year was the opportunity to listen to the entire Bible in chronological order using the Bible in a Year podcast,
with Father Mike Schmitz. As they state on the website: With this podcast, you won’t just read the Bible in a year … you’ll finally understand how all the
pieces of the Bible fit together to tell an amazing story that continues in your life today!. There is probably no better way to begin and end the New Year
than with the Word of God, and this is a great opportunity to do so. There are a few QR codes of common podcast apps of the Bible in a Year posted on the
bulletin board inside Saint John the Baptist Church, so you may easily sign up and listen with your smart phones. For more information on how to sign up,
please visit the Bible in a Year Podcast page from Ascension Press. God's blessings throughout the New Year for all!
Para Español: https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5jYXB0aXZhdGUuZm0vbGFiaWJsaWE?ep=14
For English: https://podcasts.google.com/feed/aHR0cHM6Ly9mZWVkcy5maXJlc2lkZS5mbS9iaWJsZWluYXllYXIvcnNz?ep=14

Peace, Dcn. Ricardo

